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Dear Prayer Friends,                                  August 2022 

The Just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.” Pr. 20:7 
 

Hot and cold.  I was reminded of the separation of these extremes on a recent road trip as we refilled a small thermos with 

hot, almost boiling water, to make soup and refilled a cooler with ice to keep perishable foods from spoiling.  It takes a lot of 

energy to make water hot and even more energy to transform water into ice.  Although our thirst can be satisfied with plain, 

lukewarm water, we desire the completeness and fullness of the two extremes – ranging from hot to cold. Within ministry, 

there is a spectrum that we experience identified as “involvement”: 

Accessibility:  Video phone technology now includes the ability to host a group call.  As one of our members in CO was 

hospitalized earlier this spring and one of our deaf couples moved to another state, we expanded our in-person services to 

allow these people to watch our services.   

Inclusiveness:  The problem we face with a technological solution is that some deaf people are excluded.  One deaf lady 

bound to a wheelchair does not have access to internet in her home, while another hard-of-hearing man is becoming blind; 

unless he learns braille or tactile sign language, he is excluded from many of the visual aspects of our service.   

Cooperation:  For our group in CA, they have to adjust their meeting schedule to match churches that are meeting and 

broadcasting in different time zones.  At times, they are able to meet together as a group and be involved as a united body 

while, at other times, they watch from their individual homes.  The same is true for attendance in person: cooperation of 

multiple people is required whether it is the help of parents having their children ready, whether it is a rider waiting at the 

correct bus or train stop, or whether it is the church waiting until the last person arrives to observe the Lord’s table. 

Collaboration:  In a small church, having more than one class with limited teachers requires collaboration.  Normally my wife 

teaches the children during the same time as the adult Sunday School class.  Before COVID, we were able to take advantage 

of teaching for children provided by the hearing church, which freed up my wife to care for a newborn infant and potty train 

toddlers.  However, in the post-COVID world where the hearing church no longer has Sunday School, our method has 

changed to allow for occasional women’s classes to be taught separate from the men/children. 

Leadership.  : This brings us to the uncomfortable part of service: sacrificial giving of our time!  On a recent missions trip, I was 

asked why my OWN children were not doing a particular sign language project.  I explained that although they can (and do!) 

serve in various capacities, there are times when a willing and available heart has stepped forward to volunteer.  In this case, 

a mission team had tried three times to work on a project to be a blessing for the deaf, and so I took the unusual step of 

traveling to them.  Within the international arena of missions, we do this all the time!  We model leadership by going to the 

people reaching the deaf because they cannot come to us for training. 

 

FIELD UPDATES: 

USA – Not only do we minister in our local church in CO, but this summer we were able to preach in a camp in the mountains 

of CO while our counterpart, James Campbell, who ministers to a local church in MD, was able to preach at a camp in MI.  

Please pray for Sister Marta who has been battling health issues. 

Chad – Outreach to another city that was planned for 2020 has now begun!  Not only is our national worker reaching 38 deaf 

students as the church was able to reopen primary school with three teachers, but camps reaching the deaf are now being 

held in two different locations.  Please pray for additional funds to reopen the secondary school and for transportation fees for 

those willing to attend camp. 
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Continue to view the monthly updates on the website for current news at ipmworld.org 

Ivory Coast – Evangelist Leonce has now led a second evangelistic outreach to one of the 20+ areas in the country with a 

sister church.  Monetary gifts were sent as well as video resources for their upcoming deaf camp in August. 

Liberia – Japheth’s vehicle fund was completed, replacing his motorcycle which was stolen during COVID.  

SWMI has completed boys and girls dorms, and the next phase of constructing a separate deaf school is in 

progress. 

Kenya – James Campbell will plan on visiting in April 2023 (instead of summer 2022) at the advice of our 

national worker due to election related unrest. 

India – Two deaf women have been baptized after one deaf woman has faithfully invited her friends for 

several years.  The ratio of male to female believers (20:1) in the deaf church is related to the parents being more concerned 

about the potential of their daughters being “marriageable” while showing a lack of similar protection for deaf sons.  

Nepal – This is still a possibility as an end-of-year trip, dependent on our national worker’s schedule and priority as an 

executive staff member of IPM proposed an Africa trip including Uganda & Ivory Coast. 

Colombia – As a result of updating an advertisement for the deaf in SWM newsletter, we discovered that there was a need 

for more equipment (TV and DVD-blue ray player) to replace equipment damaged in a flood.  Deaf ministry funds were used 

to meet this need. 

Peru – Our national worker has put us in contact with a pastor they recently visited on the Amazon, whom they indicated was 

“crying out for help” for his deaf son (now a teenager).  Please pray that our efforts to reach out remotely will produce fruit. 
 

FAMILY UPDATES: 

1. We have another working-age son!  O.J. won certification as a life-guard and started working immediately at a local 

public pool. 

2. We have another driver!  P.J. won his driver’s license despite new laws that went into effect this spring that make it more 

difficult for younger drivers. 

3. We have another student!  Lemuel begins official homeschooling in August, bringing our count to seven.  Please pray, 

as this will be our largest number of students to keep track of for any given year. 

4. We are halfway there for college graduation!  Hezekiah enters his junior year, and Philip will complete the second year of 

his two-year architecture program.  Even as Samuel considers going back to school, he should be able to transfer part of 

his electrical/instrumentation credits. 

5. A tipping point has been reached for decisions to follow Christ.  Even Shekinah does not want to be left out as she 

challenges her older siblings: “That is NOT how a Christian behaves…” 

6. Transition is coming: In spite of the busy schedule, we are moving out of the mission parsonage, provided for our interim 

pastoral work in CO, into a home.  Please note address change at the top of this prayer letter. 
 

We are called to be righteous even as Jesus is THE righteous ONE.  Jesus came to us in His fulness, in His completeness 
(a.k.a. integrity) to bless us.  Jesus made us spiritual children by adoption.  And we are blessed because of it.  May we 
consider the importance and urgency of walking in integrity to satisfy the Lord who desires the full range of hot and cold to be 
available for His use. 

*** please look at www.ipmworld.org/deaf-ministries.html for “Gospel Hands” online *** 
 
Working with the Deaf for Christ, 

Kevin & Kenyata, Samuel, Hezekiah, Philip, Othniel, Simeon, Zadok, Tirzah, Providence, Selah, Lemuel & Shekinah Maki 

Two Deaf Muslim girls visit with IPM  
national worker 

Evangelist Leonce with 3 Deaf members travel 
to witness in Deaf colony 
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