
Dear Partners in the Ministry, June 2017 

 Serving is the opportunity of a lifetime for the believer who has placed his trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Savior!  We are privileged that the Lord allows us to simply serve Him.  The psalmist declares, “I am thy servant; 
give me understanding, that I may know thy testimonies” (Ps. 119:125).  We want to thank each one of you for 
partnering and serving with us in this vital ministry of national church planting. 

TRAVEL/CONFERENCES - Pastor Philip & Gladys Warutere (Kenya) arrived on 
March 2nd and were with us through April 10th.  This was Gladys’s first time in the 
States and she really enjoyed it.  Please pray for them as Gladys’s sister went home 
to be with the Lord, and their home was broken into and many items were stolen 
while they were here.  We drove many miles as we traveled to Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, Tennessee, and Ohio.  At the time of writing this letter, Philip had one church 
take him on for support and several project needs met!  What a blessing it has been 
to see the Lord working in this ministry.  We also attended the Independent Baptist 
Friends Conference at The Crown College of the Bible in Powell, TN. 

On March 27th, as we were traveling back from a week in Ohio, we were in a vehicle accident about 10 minutes west 
of Hanover.  We were traveling eastbound when a 17-year-old female driver, who was traveling westbound, came 

across the middle line and hit us in the left front wheel, breaking the axle and 
blowing out both the front and rear tires while also deploying both front 
airbags.  We were all okay, except for airbag abrasions.  I experienced bruising 
on my right forearm, swelling in my hand, and pain in my shoulder.  Mandy 
received seatbelt and airbag impact to her abdomen, as well as some twisting 
as we were hit.  Philip experienced some seatbelt-related pain and wanted to be 
checked out.  He was prescribed pain medication; however, by the following 
morning he felt fine and didn’t even need to fill the prescriptions!  Gladys did 
not complain of any pains or soreness!  We praise the Lord for His goodness 

and gracious protection over all of us in our travels!  Please continue to pray for healing in my shoulder - it was not 
in good shape even before the accident. 

Presently, we are traveling with Pastor Alfred & Anna Ofosu-Asante (Ghana).  
By the time we return to Hanover, we will have been in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 

Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, and traveled well over 2,000 miles.  Whew!  
Many miles have been traveled and God’s protection 
has been seen all along the way!  While in Illinois, we 
were traveling to a church and skirted the edge of a 
dust storm that caused many accidents all around us.  
The First Baptist Church in Grafton, IL, is right along 
the Mississippi River.  The river had flooded and was 
still above flood stage as we traveled through IL; 
however, it had receded enough for us to be at the 
church for a meeting, and the church graciously 
provided lodging for us while we were in the area.  
While in a supporting church in Indiana, the Lord met 

the Asante’s project need of $15,000 for the completion of their school building.  
In fact, $17,000 was pledged within a span of thirty minutes! 
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GUATEMALA TRIP - From August 7th-14th, we will be ministering alongside Giovanni & 
Barbara Avendaño.  Our plans are to be there for a week, see the ministry, and serve 
alongside this faithful couple who has dedicated their lives to plant churches and reach their 
people with the gospel.  Giovanni has asked me to preach five times on Sunday the 13th!  
That will be exciting!  Please pray that the Lord will bring in the rest of the needed funds 
and that all of the details will come together. 

 Thank you again for your partnership with us in ministry and for keeping us before the throne of grace 
through your prayers and financial support.  May our Lord richly bless you! 

Your missionaries to national missionaries, 

Brent & Mandy 

Contributions for our ministry should be made payable to IPM and sent to IPM, Inc., 100 Spring Ave., Hanover, PA 17331. Be sure to include a 
note designating “Smith support” or any other special designation that you may have for us. Thank you. 

If you change your email, would you please take a moment to contact us at office@ipmworld.org with your new email and name.  
Thank you so much. 

FULFILL YOUR MISSION’S CALLING!…
IPM’s Volunteer Interactive Partners (VIP) Program offers missionary opportunities that may otherwise not be 
available.  The VIP program offers you opportunities to partner with national missionaries and fulfill your 
missionary calling even though you are not able to actually go overseas to a mission field.

Fulfill your calling in missions right in your own home!

~For more information on fulfilling your call and desire to be more involved in missions right where your are, 
please contact Dr. Brent Smith, Vice President of Church Mobilization at 717.637.7388 / Ext. 106 or 
smith@ipmworld.org.
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